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23 topresent apoint of viewinwiting, eg. inthe
formof a..report..linki ng poi nts persuasi vel y
and sel ecting styl e and vocabul ary appropri ate
tothereader.

Year 5 Terml
24 towiterecounts basedonanhistorica event)

Year 5 Term3

19 toconstruct anargunent innote formor full
text topersuade others of apoint of viewand:
* present totheclass or agroup
* evd uaeitseffecti veness.

Year 6 Terml
14 to devel op the skills of biographi cal and
aut obi ographi cal witinginrole, adopting
dstinctivevaoi ces, e g o historicd characters
throughe g.:
e conposi ng a bi ographi cal account based on
research
e describing a person fromdifferent

per spect i ves

GvinBaldwnis Aincipa Lecturer inHstory
Educati on at Mdd esex Uhi versity.

Teachi ng The | ndus Val | ey
Guilisaioninthe2dst Gtuy

I I ona Ar onovsky

hat we know about The I ndus Val | ey

Gvilisation, (2600-1900BJ ananci ent urban
civilisationinSouth Asia, largelyrestsonthe
archeed ogi cal record. It does nat i ncl ude peri shabl e
nateria s (likenura's, papyrus, etc), but we have
thebareval I sof itscities, (about 1500 I ndus sites
are known) includingthelargest and best pl anned
cities of this Bronze Age tine, constructed on
nassi ve artificial nounds above the fl ood pl ai n of
the R vers I ndus (Mhenj o-daro) and Ravi,
(Harappa) . Wiat nar ks themout fromthose of
oheracient civilisationsisalevel o anenityfor
ordinary inhabitants, as well as the weal thiest,
i ncl udi ng deep wel | s and city w de bri ck drai ns
vhi ch ran t hrough nai n streets and si de al | eys.
Bat hroomf | oors and | oos i n dwel I i ngs connect ed

tobrick drai ns by neans of channel s, chutes, and
pottery pi pes fromupper floors.

Thoughthe stories of theind vidua swohbuilt the
cities, |let al onethose who control | ed t he vast
donai ns may renai n unknown there i s pl enty of
evi dence t o quest i on and nake hypot heses about
thisad et society.

Th sartid ed scusses homathenati cdl cooegdt s, literacy
requi renents and ot her areas of the curri cu umcan be
har nessed t o pronat e neani ngful hi storicd enqui ry and
udkrstand ng Thisisespecidlysofa ahistoytopc
wi chlendsitse f toenqui ry besedl earning, scrutiny
o everylittled ue, adspecd aionabou thevery nany
questions thet renai nto be ansvered

Practical Maths as well as science, and D&T can be used to
explore the sophistication of ancient technologies and the
societies that created them.

Helps children to understand that the origins of “civilisation”
was not confined to Europe, Greece, Rome and Ancient Egypt.
Relative lack of evidence creates opportunities for children for
close observation and hypothesising.

Very different interpretations of the same evidence (such as the
decline of the IVC) through time develops children’s critical
appreciation of reference books, which fail to up date.

Discussing photographs and replica artefacts are excellent for

the language development of mono and bi- lingual children.

Some Teaching and Learning Opportunities

Junior Focus, Scholastic, May 2002 Issue, Indus Valley has activities and resources for all the above including colour posters with photos which can be cut up and laminated.

The languages of bi-lingual children are a resource for activities
to show how ideograms work.

ICT opportunities — there are no large collections of IVC
artefacts in UK, but a wealth of slide shows created by its
leading archaeologists on the Web, including detailed
information about artefact technology. Children can use these
resources to create slide shows in Powerpoint, classify
artefacts in a database, and other ICT activities. (Otherwise
copyright applies)

Literacy — There are good opportunities for report
writing, persuasive writing, play scripts, drama, poetry and

role play.
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FLOW CHART - Clues from a Cart (Resource is Indus Cart Kit, listed below)

I) Artefact

2) Description

3) Design Evaluation

4) Historical Clues

5) Maths Activities

6) Historical Conclusions

Toy sized Terracotta
Cart Chassis and Two
Wheels, holes for
draw pole and cart
sides

Activity

Model and assemble
the cart. Test on
different surfaces.
Compare with other
vehicles.

Curved chassis and
large wheels. The
chassis sits high above
the ground.

The chassis sits on
the axle pole and lifts
off easily.

Two wheels make them
easier to turn, The carts
can cope with difficult
terrain. They can be
dismantled easily if they
get stuck or for crossing
water. The chassis tips
forwards or back easily
for loading or

unloading. It could take
heavy loads.

These cart frames and
wheels are found in
many Indus cities and
are unique to the Indus
Civilisation.

Cart ruts have been
found in a wide street.
No horse bones or
figurines, but bones and
figurines and seal
depictions of bulls and
waterbuffalo.

Use ratio of wheels to
chassis and
measurement between
cart rut to reconstruct
size of real carts.

Estimate /pace width of
I'l metres of main street
in Mohenjo-daro to get
a sense of its size and
work out volume of
traffic it was built for.
Compare with width of

Carts could go between cities
and into the countryside and
rough terrain. They could
carry heavy loads, they didn’t
go fast, but they wouldn’t
need paved roads, just tracks.
There could have been a lot of
cart traffic in the city

Were terracotta carts toys?
Votive objects! Don’t they
show how important trade

modern road and transport was to the IVC?

Estimating, Rati o, Proportions,

QG adients and Mathematical Shapes

Readi ng the architecture for cl uesis hel ped by
activities whichexpl ore nat henati cal , desi gnand
costructionfeatures. Nerly d|l thecitiesverehult
of firedbrick. (Gd er sundriedhbrickwas usedfor
upper house val | s.) Childrenenjoy estinatingthe
rnuers o bricksit toktohuldthedties, (mlliams).
Wio nade t he bri cks? Wio or der ed t hen?

Brick sizes varied, but the proportions al ways
cofformtotheration4 2.1, convenient for slotting
together i nvarious coni nations. Gl dren canwork
out the di nensi ons of bricks usingratios and nake
nodel s to arrange i nvari ous courses. Wat coul d
expantheused thisstandardrati 0?

Drawi ng Water, Bathtine

and Down the Drain!

Ghildrencannake anillustrated fl owchart to show
howwat er was used inan Indus dty, touse for
expl anationtext witing.

The aver age gradi ent (Aachen Lhi versity Research
Prg ect) of thedrainsin Lower Town Mbhenj o-daro
vas 2 cns per netre. This can be denonstratedwtha
netrestick Wydodransneedagadent? It ispart
of theevidencefor acarefully planned city dra nege
system costructedstregtsvereladod inagid ad
bl ocks of dwel lingsbuilt. Drains had stepped entry
intosquaresoek pitswichtrappedsdids for renovd ,
wilst liqudflonedontotheedges of thecity.

Al houses had access tocircu ar bricklinedvel | s,
about 15 netres deep, constructed wthinnovative
wedge shaped bricks. Thi s arrangenent w t hst ands
i nmense pressure; the wel | s exposed by the 20t h
@Gntury excavators, still standliketovers, wththe
nortar | ong gone. Chil dren can work out a net hod
of creatingatenpl atefor awell nouth, andthe
t rapezi umshaped bri cks round t he edge. Wiy are

they stronger thansguare bricks arrangedincircl es?

They can esti nat e and neasur e t he equi val ent wel |
dept h.

Evi dence fromArtefacts

Fasci nati ng evi dence of governnent, trade, conpl ex
technol ogi es, and every day | ife al so cone from
hundreds of stanp seal s, inscribedwthideograns,

artefacts fromnass produced pottery toexquisite
jeve | ery produced wth sophi sti cat ed t echnd ogy and
skillsthat arehardtoreplicatetoday ; therevere
snal | terracottavhed edcarts, figurines of peop e,

and ani nal s, sone of whi ch nay have been tays; they
dveused ues aou doesticlifeadrdigosbdies

Creating a Time-Line of Decline
Theori es, Rol e pl ayi ng vari ous
Decl i ne scenari os using t he sane
evi dence.

Ainfluentia theory of alegedinvad ng“Ayans”
put forward by the great persuasive witer and
emnent archaeol ogi st, Mrtiner Vieel er has | ong
since been di scredited, yet it pops upin nany
chldensreferencebooks. @her thearies, |ikefl oads,
enviromnental disaster, paitica colapsefadloned
it. Gurrent thinkingisthat the | MCdevad vedinto
successf ul regi onal econones, even t hough nany
Ci ti es wer e abandoned.

Examples from ‘“Indus Valley Schools”
Contributed by Peter Barton and Kathryn Walker

Charmouth Primary School, Dorset

Using powerpoint and slide shows at harappa.com, children “visited”
Mohenjo-daro and conducted a short tour, making hypotheses about
the nature and functions of building remains. The quality of oral work was
excellent.

Persuasive writing — Children identified gaps in the evidence and wrote
persuasive letters to UNESCO putting a case for further excavations.

Knayton C of E. Primary School, North Yorkshire, used the
harappa.com Around the Indus - 90 Slide Show I, to make
presentations showing some aspect of the Harappan Civilization, using
Power Point They were then able to present their shows to the rest of the
class and try to answer any questions which arose. This provoked some
lively debate and encouraged the children to investigate topics further
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H st ory Educat i on Gnsul tancy (HED sel | s aut henti ¢
redicaatefactsfo dassroorhard ing, provi des | nset,
and publ i cati ons i ncl ude — Mike Your Gnan Anci ent
Atefact —Thelnds CGrt Kt, wthtenpl ates, nadd | ing
instructionsandcross curricu ar activities, anda
Tradi ng Board Gine. | ts pages at ww har appa. com

teachlist ded caedresourcesfaor teachers, wthlirks
totheslide shows a harappa. com andw | expandto
anolineservicefa I\Cschod , | ate 2002

| ]
-

illustration © | Aronovsky

I'1 ona Aronovsky i s an educat i on consul tant. She co-
wote the I ndus Val | ey K2 H story publ i shed by
Qmonveal th I nstitute and the Juni or Focus i ssue.

 — i —

ldentifyingthe potentia of
hstoyinteachhngGtizenship at
KSL and 2

Ant hony Panter and | an Cawood

1 owing the publicationof the QCAgui de

‘dtizenshipand PSEat KSL &2 (QCA 2000)
wiichidetifiedhistoryasbeingasuitad evehicle
for theteaching of the non-statutory citizenshi p
franework i n prinary school s, and t he QCA KS3
schene of work for citizenship (QCA 2001) which
includedtw historyrelatedunits, it was deci ded
toaudit atypical prinary school’s history
programme of work toidentify opportunities for
devel opi ng t he know edge, ski | | s and under st andi ng
incitizenship as |aiddow inthe National
Qirri cul umnon-stat ut ory gui del i nes (Cf EE 2000) .
The resear ch denonstrat ed t hat a w de range of
citizenshipnateria was al ready bei ng del i vered
throughthe hi story curricul um Asinil ar approach

coul dbetakentoaudit the citizenshi p (and P3E
coverage far the other non-core subj ects.

Veys i nwhi chthe history progranme of work coul d
be nodi fied wthout the need for theintroduction
of newtopi cs or the purchase of newresourcesin
order toincl ude nore opportuni ties for coverage of
thecitizenshipcurricu umvereidentified However,
it vas a sorecogn sedthat sone el enents of discrete
ci ti zenshi p and PS-E provi si on as reconmended by
the @A shoul d be i ncl uded bot h on t he schoal * s
tinetableandinextracurricu ar activities. It vas
not assuned that citizenship coul dbe effectively
taught nerely by identifyingcitizenshiplinksto
exi stingsug ects.

24 PRIMARY histo ry

Winter 2003


Administrator
Cross-Out

Administrator
Text Box




